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The left - right continuoum and the basic mathematical 
reality of Western Democracies Post WWII
 The Median voter reality of democracies of the 20th century can be summarized 

by Duncan Black’s Median voter Theorem:

 At that Time the world was split between west, and east and you positioned your 
self as a voter or as a politician at the midian voter’s position to win elections. Entry 
and strategic moves of politicians were always discussed in terms of the single 
dimension left right, and to win elections you had to set yourself at the median of 
this spectrum so that all politics convereged to the center.



Schofield and Sened (2006): Multiparty Democracy 

 Based on a relatively well established body of work (e.g. Schofiled and 
Mckelvey, 1986), Schofield and Sened illusterated that in multi-dimensional 
settings the is a counter force to the well known cenntripital power, that 
brings everyone to the center.  This is a powerful centrifugal power that 
allows “nich parties” to find local maxima where they can live and survive 
maximizing their survival sustainability strategy as “nich parties”

 We did not realize how powerful the centrifugal force is in destablizing 
modern democracies



Karen Umansky 2020: Legitimate Enemies

 In her recently completed Ph.D. dissertation, Karen Umansky observed that 
those nich parties are much more than just parties who wish to survive in 
their safe “niches”

 Umansky discovered the potential of instability those nich parties have

 In a series of case studies studying UK, Germany and Austria, she illustrated 
this rather impressive potential 

 In the next three slides I will illustrate this point in three different graphs 
borrowed fromn her dissertation 

 I will then conclude with some somber remarks on the generalizability of her 
findings that lead to a concern we must now attend to.



Austria : The OVP and the FPO ravage the scene 
of Austrian Politics (drawn fron Umansky, 2020) 



Austria 2: More of the Same



UK: UKIP Wrecks the Brexit Havoc
A tiny little party causes a tiny little move in A very stable 
parliamentary system but the Kingdom will never look the 
same again



Germany: the Role of Angela Merkel



Conclusion
 The concern with the future of liberal democracies is based on the well know 

”chaos theorem” (Mckelvey 1978; Schofield and McKlvey 1986).  It is a 
mathematical proof that majority rule is bound to lead to chaos under rather 
generalized conditions.

 Until the 21st cnetury, these conditions have not materialized – they remianed 
very much as theoretical / mathematical observations more than anything else.

 Umansky (2020) shows that they have now materialized.  

 In Austria, the OVP and FPO wrecked the rather stable democracy, creating 
much confusion and instability.

 In the UK, a tiny UKIP, ceated a tiny shift in the minds of the public and some 
politician to creat a major shift of the outcome.

 Germany remained stable in spite of the destabalizing effect of the AfD.

 We need to figure out how we counter these destablizing centrifugal forces that 
threaten the very essense of Liberal Democracies and are likely to keep doing it 
in the forseable future.

 Certainly a real cause of concern… to be continued.
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